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2010 Autism Society of Acadiana Stipend Guidelines     
ASAC provides:  
1. Recreational stipends for individuals with an autism spectrum disorder (ASD) to participate in a recreational activity. 
2. Educational stipends for ASAC members to attend educational programs, conferences, or seminars.  
The following guidelines apply to all categories:
1. The individual must reside in the seven parish region served by ASAC - Acadia, Evangeline, Iberia, Lafayette, St. Landry, St. Martin, and Vermilion.  ASAC reserves the right to ask the applicant for proof of residency within the designated seven parishes.  An electric bill, phone bill, cable bill, or this type of item showing applicants name and address would suffice.
2. The program must be approved by the ASAC Budget Committee.  
3. Stipends will be provided on a first come, first serve basis and are limited to the amount in the 2010 approved ASAC budget.

Recreational guidelines are as follows:
1. The person with ASD applying or the parents/caregiver applying for the stipend must be an ASAC member.

2. The individual with ASD must have been diagnosed with an ASD by a qualified medical or educational professional (school evaluations are acceptable).  

3. There are no age limitations for the individual with an ASD to be considered for a stipend.  Both children and adults are eligible.
4. The name and description of the program, along with contact person, mailing address and phone number must be included on the stipend request form. Previously approved programs include, but are not limited to, Camp We Can Do, swimming lessons, art lessons, karate lessons, dancing, bowling.   Activities not funded by recreational stipends include, but are not limited to, educational classes, continuing education, summer school, therapy, counseling. 
5. Recreational stipends for the 2010 calendar year will be limited to a maximum of $200 per individual and limited to two activities/programs. 
6. Stipends will be paid directly to the provider of the approved program.

7. Stipend requests should be submitted at least two weeks before the deadline to register for the requested program.

Educational guidelines are as follows:
1. The individual making application for the stipend must be an ASAC member and 18 years or older.  
2. The program, conference, seminar must be approved by the ASAC Budget Committee.  The name and description of the program, along with contact person, mailing address and phone number, must be included on the stipend request form. 

3. Educational stipends for the 2010 calendar year will be limited up to $150 per individual, $200 per couple when applicable, and limited to the amount of the early registration fee for the particular program, conference, or seminar, unless approved by ASAC Budget Committee and Board of Directors.
4. Stipend checks will be made out payable to the provider and either mailed directly to the provider or mailed to applicant to send in with registration form.

5. Please request stipends early enough in advance to meet early registration deadlines.

Reimbursement guidelines are as follows:
All requirements for the specific stipend must be met except payment (reimbursement) will be made to applicant instead of the provider upon submission of 1) proof of payment and 2) proof of attendance. 
Please Note: These guidelines are provided for general purposes.  ASAC does recognize that there are individual circumstances.  Requests for consideration of special circumstances should be submitted to the ASAC Treasurer for Budget Committee review.
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